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The Zentralbibliothek Zürich (ZB).
Overview
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The Zentralbibliothek Zürich 

(ZB) is the cantonal, city and 

university library of Zurich 

→over 6,000,000 documents

→more than 500,000 visitors 

per year

→one of the largest Swiss 

libraries. 

Zentralbibliothek Zürich (ZB)

Zentralbibliothek Zürich, DigiTUR, 13/08/2014 3



Turicensia Guardian

As the Turicensia custodian it collects 

→ all publications published by Zurich-based publishing houses 

→ all works by Zurich-based authors

→ all literature on Zurich itself

→historical documents concerning the city and canton from 

Zurich’s cultural heritage.
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Special Collections

As the oldest cultural institution in Zurich, the Zentralbibliothek 

Zürich houses five Special Collections:
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Facts and Figures

→ 127,000 manuscripts (including more than 600 medieval codices)

→552,000 Rare Books (including 1,600 incunabula)

→ 1,100,000 graphic sheets, paintings and photographs

→ 258,000 geographical maps

→ 100,000 printed sheet music

→ 43,000 sound recordings

→800 personal estates, collections and private libraries of authors, 

academics, artists, musicians etc.

→ 180  family and corporate archives
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Digi[tising]TUR[icensia]
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Digi[tising]TUR[icensia]

The Project…

→helps the ZB to digitise an initial selection of its historical 

Turicensia-holdings and to make its cultural heritage accessible 

to the public.

→ is generously funded by the Lotteriefonds of the canton of Zurich 

and the city of Zurich (together about CHF 9,700,000), the ZB 

also contributes a certain sum (about CHF 1,400,000).

→will run about 5 years (spring 2013 until spring 2018).
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Initial Selection of Turicensia

Among the historical Turicensia selected are:

→ collections with a high significance for the history of the city and 

the canton,

→ visually attractive documents,

→ copyright-free newspapers and journals of Zurich origin,

→ a wide range of Zurich-related documents from all historical 

periods (manuscripts, books, music prints, graphics and maps). 
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→Digital reconstruction of the 

former library of the 

Benedictine monastery in 

Rheinau with the original 

volumes

→Library of the Rheinau

monastery

→Library of the Natural History 

Society of Zürich

→pamphlet-collection by Josias

Waser (17th century)

→private libraries 

→ copyright-free newspapers 

and journals

Rare Book Department
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Digital reconstruction of the former library
of the Benedictine monastery in Rheinau
with the original volumes



→ sheet music printed in Zurich, 

16th to the 18th centuries

Music Department
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Johannes Schmidlin: Freud-Cantata über die 
so hohe und höchst-würdige Ehren-Wahl 

Ihro Gnaden und Weissheit Herrn 
Burgermeister Hs. Jacob Leu, Zürich 1759



→medieval and selected early 

modern manuscripts relating

to Zurich

→ autographs from Zurich

scholars (Salomon Gessner, 

Johann Jakob Scheuchzer, 

Johann Jakob Bodmer, 

Johann Jakob Breitinger)

Manuscript Department
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Sammlung von Nachrichten zur 
Zeitgeschichte aus den Jahren 
1560-87 (mit älteren Stücken), 
Johann Jakob Wick, Zurich, 1579



→ city views and landscapes

from the canton of Zurich, 

17th to the 20th centuries

(including postcards)

→portraits of Zurich

personalities

→works by Zurich-based artists, 

17th to the 20th centuries

→Ex libris, caricatures, 

traditional costumes etc. 

Department of Prints and Drawings/

Photo Archive

Zentralbibliothek Zürich, DigiTUR, 13/08/2014 13

Johann Heinrich Wüest: Wasserfall bei 
Erlenbach, Aquarell, um 1785



Map Department

→maps relating to Zurich, 16th to the 19th centuries

→panoramic maps relating to Zurich, 18th to the 19th centuries
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Franz Schmid: Panorama der Stadt Zürich und ihrer 
Umgebungen, 1827



DigiTUR-Selection in Figures

The DigiTUR-project aims to digitise and present online:

→ 7,900,000 pages Rare Books 

→ 1,000,000 pages Newspapers and journals

→ 115,000 pages Printed sheet music

→ 106,000 Graphic sheets and photographs

→ 77,000 pages Manuscript documents

→5,000 Geographical maps and panoramas
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A Project of 
“Historical Mass Digitisation”
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Starting DigiTUR

→Setting up project organisation and administration

→Developing infrastructure (workspaces, digitisation equipment, 

computing centre, IT-network)

→Establishing or optimising workflows

→Arranging production schedule with all departments involved

→Recruiting over 20 new members of staff
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Workflow
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Department of Conservation and Restauration
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Digitisation Centre
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book2netCobra/A4+, 90-110° Rencay Graz/Foliant, 110° book2net Ultra/A2, 180°



Equipment of Digitisation Centre

→ v
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Treventus
ScanRobot

book2net 
Ultra (2)

book2net
Cobra (2)

Rencay
Graz

Suprascan 
A0

Suprascan 
Quartz HD

Anagramm 
30°

Max 
Format

A4+ A2 A4+ Foliant A0 A1 24 cm

Aperture
angle

60° 180° 90-110° 110° 180° 180° 30°



Outcome and Outlook
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Access to DigiTUR E-resources
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Zentralbibliothek Zürich Rechercheportal

Zentralbibliothek Zürich, DigiTUR, 13/08/2014 24



www.e-manuscripta.ch
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www.e-rara.ch
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Digitisation as a Measure of Safeguarding 

Cultural Heritage (?)

Key points for “historical mass digitisation”

→Careful selection of documents and collections

→High quality metadata and digital surrogates

→Easy access to digital resources on user-friendly platforms

→Long-term measures for preserving originals and digital 

resources

→Sustainable funding and ongoing programmes, e.g. collaboration

→Widespread information in, through, outside the library
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Contact

Dr. Eva Martina Hanke

Zentralbibliothek Zürich

Zähringerplatz 6

CH-8001 Zürich

Tel.: +41 44 268 43 08

E-Mail: eva.hanke@zb.uzh.ch
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