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Preservation in the Digital Age 

"...let us save what remains: 
not by vaults and locks 
which fence them from the 
public eye and use in 
consigning them to the 
waste of time, but by such 
a multiplication of copies, 
as shall place them beyond 
the reach of accident.” 

  ---Thomas Jefferson 

   3rd American  
  President 

 

 



Two Urgent Questions Two Urgent Questions 

 

 

1. Who will be qualified 
to preserve and 
conserve our cultural 
heritage in the Digital 
Age? 

 

  

 

2. What specialized skills 
will be required of 
librarians and 
information scientists 
in the 21st Century? 

 



Re-Imagining LIS Education 

Cultural Heritage Informatics Leadership 
Librarians (CHIL) 

• Understanding  complexities and emerging trends 
regarding digitization of cultural heritage 

• Immersion in interdisciplinary coursework 

• Full-time field placements/ internships in museums, 
libraries, and archives 

• Opportunities to explore digital technologies and social 
systems supporting creative and collaborative 
environments 

 



Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Grant 

CHIL 

•  Woodrow Wilson Responsive PhD Model 

Four Thematic Principles: 

• New Paradigms ~what encourages adventurous scholarship? 

• New Practices ~Can PhD education be truly developmental? 

• New People~ Can PhD education be socially responsive; more racially 

inclusive? 

• New Partnerships~ Can PhD education ensure collaborative relationships 

outside academia? 

 

 



CHIL: Training Preservationists  
in the Digital Age 

 

 

 

 

1st 

Year 

 
New 

Paradigms  

• LIS and Informatics 
pedagogy 

• Social/cultural settings 
& technologies 



2nd Year 
• Interdisciplinary course of 

study 

New 
Practices 

• Museum Management, Collection 
Development, Archival Preservation, 
Historic Site Interpretation, Material Culture 
Studies, Social Media and Marketing, 
Museum Exhibition, etc. 

CHIL: Training Preservationists  
in the Digital Age 



  

 
3rd Year • One semester internship/field study 

New 

Partnerships  

• Immersive Digital Projects: Digital 
Preservation, 3D Scanning, 3D printing, 
etc. 

CHIL: Training Preservationists  
in the Digital Age 



4th year • SLIS Teachings Assistantships 

New  

Partnerships 

• Leadership Training/Resume field 
study partnerships;  Dissertation data 
collection 

CHIL: Training Preservationists  
in the Digital Age 
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  CHIL: Responsive LIS Education in the Digital Age 

Convergence & 
Preservation and 
Digitization Projects: 

• Transforms job 
titles/duties 

• Demands specialized 
training 

• Empowers 
practitioners to digital 
stewardship 
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Thank You 

For CHIL questions and 
inquiries, please contact: 

 
Dr. Samantha Hastings  

hastings@sc.edu 
or  

Dr. Jennifer Arns 
jarns@mailbox.sc.edu 

 
School of Library and 
Information Science 

University of South Carolina 
USA 

 

Presenter Contact: 
 
 
Porchia Moore, USA 
 
moorepa@email.sc.edu 
@PorchiaMuseM 
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